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05 February 2024

LEGAL RESEARCH CONSULTANT OF ANIMAL LAW REFORM
SOUTH AFRICA

Dear Sir

ANIMAL LAW REFORM SOUTH AFRICA - REQUEST FOR ACCESS TO

INFORMATION

We refer to the above matter which has been considered by our Information Officer.

Our reply is detailed below, which for ease of reference, has been set out under relevant
subject matter headings,

Request

We refer to your Promotion of Access to Information Act, 2000 (“PAIA”) request, sent by
email to the Information Officer, Pieter Badenhorst of AFGRI Group Holdings Propriety
Limited (hereinafter referred to as “AFGRI") which request we will hereinafter refer to as
the “Request”.

We have gone over your Request, including the duly completed:
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e PAIAFORM 2: PART A - REQUEST FOR ACCESS TO INFORMATION — ANIMAL
WELFARE as per (Section 53(1) of the Promotion of Access to Information Act,

2000 (Act No. 2 of 2000) [Regulation 10] (“Form 2"); and
Your accompanying letter dated 13 December 2023, which sets out in detail the information

/ records which you are asking AFGRI to provide to your offices.

We have also considered the activities and objectives which are pursued by the Animal
Law Reform South Africa NPC (hereinafter referred to as “the NPC”) read together with the
reasons why the NPC is requesting access to the information detailed under your letter

dated 13 December 2023, which is summed up below.

Purpose and objectives of the NPC
The Animal Law Reform South Africa is a not-for-profit organization, which inter alia,

o focuses on animal law and the intersection between animal wellbeing, human

rights, and social justice.

e concerns itself with the animal protection movement in South Africa; and

* is made up of animal activists dedicated to the protection of animals.
In your letter of 13 December 2023, you refer to the requested access to information from
AFGRI in a letter dated 17 November 2022 whereby the NPC was undertaking a project
entitled “Laying Down the Facts: Corporate Accountability” (hereinafter referred to as the
“Project”) which, as per your advices, had two primary interlinked goals:

o firstly, the fostering of interest in and understanding of the regulatory and policy

regime governing chicken welfare in South Africa, and

www.agh.co.za
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e secondly, promoting more transparent practices, enhanced animal welfare, and
more ambitious cage-free commitments by South African retailers, restaurants, and
major brands.

One of the Project’'s outputs will be a public report setting out, among other things, the
chicken welfare practices of key role players in the poultry sector, including major South
African retailers, restaurants, and brands; and ranking the performance and commitments

of selected companies

In your letter dated 13 December 2023, you refer to the ‘the Second Period’ of the Project
in order to advance corporate accountability in South Africa’s egg industry.

Reason why the information is sought

The information requested as stated under Form 2 is required for the protection of the
environmental right, as provided for in section 24 of the Constitution; and more particularly,
to enhance animal welfare for chickens.

It also appears that the information or records sought by the NPC will be used and be relied
on by the NPC when conducting and finalizing the Project culminating in a public report,
setting out, among other things, the chicken welfare practices of key role players in the
poultry sector, including major South African retailers, restaurants, and brands; and ranking

the performance and commitments of these role players.

The NPC has advised that the information and records detailed under the PAIA Request
are requested in the public interest as part of the requestor's role as an advocate for animal
welfare and will enable the requestor to enhance transparency and accountability,

especially in relation to chicken welfare in South Africa.
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The right which is being exercised or protected

As per the details of Form 2 read with the attached letter dated 13 December 2023, and
following the above comments, it appears that the rights which the NPC are seeking to
protect in relation to this specific request concerns chickens and more in particular the
welfare of chickens when farmed, including without detracting from the generality thereof,

when bred, raised, and subsequently slaughtered and sold into the consumer market.
Records requested

The records requested pertain to the animal welfare practices of the private body which are
detailed under the NPC's letter dated 13 December 2023, which accompanied by Form 2
and which, as mentioned above, are specific to the treatment of chickens. These

documents and / or records will be more specifically addressed below.

What AFGRI does and involvement in and / or relationship with the chicken/ poultry

sector

AFGRI, and its respective subsidiaries and / or divisions does not breed, slaughter, or sell

for consumption animal or poultry products.
It therefore is not involved in the farming, slaughtering or sale of poultry or livestock.

AFGRI instead supports the agricultural sector by providing those who participate in this
industry with certain agricultural products and services, which are provided on a retail and

wholesale basis.

www.agh.co.za
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Please visit the AFGRI website which will provide your NPC with a detailed overview of

AFGRI and its operations and related activities and more importantly, with an overview of

the types of goods and services which it provides, including:

the operation of 33 retail stores and 28 fuel stations. These stores supply the
agricultural community with fuel and oil supplies, farming tools and implements,
fertilizers, pest control products, seeds, animal feeds, veterinary products, and work
clothing.

the management of grain which includes handling and storing of grains and oil
seeds, which are sourced through AFGRI Grain Marketing and carried out by the
AFGRI raw material procurement business.

providing advice and solutions to those who operate grain mills, animal feed mills
and who are involved in the oil crushing businesses throughout Africa.

the provision of financial services and lines of credit to farmers and others who
operate in the financial sector; and

the manufacture and supply of animal feed products which are dispatched from the
AFGRI depots, which products are of superior quality, and which are made from
food safety compliant ingredients, manufactured with care and based on innovative

technology, research and processes ensuring that animals receive optimal nutrition.

Our Reply

Following the above, whilst AFGRI and its divisions and subsidiaries do operate in the

agricultural sector, AFGRI, and / or its various divisions and subsidiaries, are not directly

or indirectly involved in the poultry business.

www.agh.co.za
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As a result, AFGRI is unable to provide the requested documents, which documents we
list below together with the corresponding reasons why these documents cannot be made
available:

* Documents / records requested — which pertain to AFGRI Group’s role in the egg
supply chain for the period of 1 December 2022 to 30 November 2023 (the “ Second
Period”).

* Please note that AFGRI Group does not farm livestock or poultry nor is it involved
in the egg supply chain.

Attached as Annexure A hereto is our detailed response to each of the items of information

requested in the Request.

Conclusion

We trust that you will find the above in order.

Should you not be satisfied with the response provided then please be advised that AFGRI
has no internal appeal mechanism and you have a period of 180 days from the date of

receipt of this response within which to launch an application in the high court regarding

this decision.

www.agh.co.za
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